A Celebration Starter Kit for Street Trees
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Trees play an integral
role in UK culture; they are our
roots in nature and make our world
more habitable.

But we take them for granted in our modern
urban societies.

Trees don’t only belong in forests and woods; they
can grow and thrive among us if we help them.

We believe it’s time to recognise the value of trees
and that it’s time to welcome them into our lives.
It’s time to do for them what they do for us -
make our world a better place to live.

Joseph Coles -
Project Lead, Street Trees



What is the Street Trees project?

Trees clean our air, protect us from extreme weather and bring beauty
to our engineered streets. But it’s a two way relationship and if we
want to keep it that way, we all need to make a stand.

The Woodland Trust is here to offer a helping hand. We’re working
with your Local Authority to find ways to celebrate and protect
street trees but we can’t do it alone. We need your help to show how
important your street’s trees are to you and your community.

With the support of players of People’s Postcode Lottery, we have
developed this Celebration Starter Kit to help you build community
relations, ensure that your trees are valued by everyone and celebrate
these precious members of society.

Are trees right up your street?

Did you know that around 82% of people in the UK live in urban areas
with an even higher proportion spending much of their daily lives in
town and cities?

It is in our urban spaces that most of us come into contact with
trees on a regular basis. And it is also where we come into conflict
with them as our cities aren’t built for trees, they’re built for people,
efficient transport and business.

When a tree tries to survive in our cities, it is often blamed

for damage to the hard environment it lives in. Roots lifting
pavements, slippery leaves, blocking sight lines on roads and even
bird droppings. These are genuine public concerns, sometimes
bothersome and hagardous, but often avoidable.

If you recognise the beauty and value of trees in our urban areas,
then the Street Trees project is right up your street.
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better. And here’s the thing,
so does your local council!

Trees in the public realm are the responsibility of
local government. They have to maintain them,
they have to plant new ones, and sometimes
they have to remove them if they become a

real danger to the public. But it isn’'t easy

and it’s only getting more difficult.

Maintaining trees can be expensive and
resources are dwindling. Budget cuts

have meant that local governments have

to make difficult decisions about where

to focus their remaining funds. Right now,

they are asking how best to use their limited
budgets towards improving health care and
economic growth for the good of local residents.

Cleaner air, more time spent outdoors exercising,
protection from ultra violet radiation and an increase in the value of
houses and streets; these are just a few of the benefits of street trees.

If trees no longer have a home in our urban societies, budget has to be
spent on making these improvements in other ways. We believe that
with careful planning, responsible management and assistance from
the wider community, trees are a cost effective way to improve local
lives and local governments are alive to the idea.



Get involved

We will be working with your council during
the next two years as they begin choosing
some of the streets where you live and
looking at ways to improve them.

We need your help to prove that the trees
on your street deserve better.

In November 2017, we'd like everyone to
show how much they care for their local
trees and take part in a tree dressing day
as part of National Tree Week. We'll then
celebrate your efforts with an awards
ceremony where the biggest and best
events will be given the spotlight to shine.
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The more people you can get together and the more events and
celebrations you can run, the greater chance there is that your street
will be chosen for an award.

Celebrate your community and show your local government how
important trees are to you. It really is as simple as that.

The Woodland Trust is here to help build
relationships between your community and
51 your council so we can all work together and
make a real difference.

Contact your
local councillor. Tell
them how important your
trees are, and what you’re doing to
celebrate them - don’t forget to copy
in streettrees@woodlandtrust.org.uk
as we’d love to hear your thoughts too!




What'’s in your box?

osters - Simply a our local postcode and the details o
P> Post Simply add your local p de and the details of
your events to celebrate the trees on your street.

Wheelie bin stickers - Pop these on your dustbins to show
your council and the greater community that you love your
trees. Please agree which bins to sticker with your neighbours.

Window stickers - Why not show your support for the project
by placing these stickers in your front windows?

B> Street trees bunting - Add your own messages to the blank
pennants and attach this bunting to your trees. Be careful not
to use nails or screws which can harm the trees and don’t string
bunting across the roads or pavements.

Chalks and tree stencils - Decorate your street trees and
any surrounding paving to show the love. Please only use chalk
so as to not leave a permanent mark.

P> Nature’s Calendar checklists - Record the wildlife you see
using your trees, you may be surprised to see just how much
relies on the trees near you!

P> Kids’ activity sheets - Get your kids involved
in identifying the trees on your street and the wildlife that
relies on them.

Badges - Everyone loves a badge so wear them with pride!

This guidebook - Use this book to help you organise
community events, get people together, contact your
council for support and keep in touch with us.

Don’'t worry if you run out or need more to share with your
community, you can find these and more resources at
woodlandtrust.org.uk/streettrees
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Let us know
which trees are
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- : the spotter sheets
o dal, eryf W included in this box or
ac anhygoel © i _ download the Woodland
‘Y‘“:"t‘:g il = Trust’s Tree ID app.

fFrortiwn, UN o
wrth anifel

Don’t forget to join

fresi _ Nature’s Calendar to
Sdweh @ - add your recordings

T | > i !
— . online too
Amser: _ . a

cyswt //,///




It’s time to party!

Okay, so we’re not asking you to hold a rally, we simply want you to
celebrate your trees. We want you to really enjoy the process but it
will take a bit of preparation to do it right.

You should already have a group of like-minded people who love their
trees. That’s why you've been selected! But the work doesn’'t end
there. We need you to spread the word.

Use the resources in this box to get your community prepared to
celebrate trees. Follow our five steps to success and get your street
party started.

> Step 1

Now that you have your Celebration
Starter Kit, it’s time to get together!

Get in touch with the people who have already
agreed to be a part of your event. Why not have
an informal meeting at one of your houses, the
local pub, community centre, or simply arrange
to meet up on the street and take a look at the
trees you want to protect?

Discuss what you want to achieve, come up with some ideas about
what you can do to raise the profile of your trees and agree between
yourselves who can take responsibility for various aspects of the
process. You might find that people passing by take an interest too.




Step 2

Contact with your local councillor.
And council tree officer.

This is your first point of contact with the
Local Authority. Local councillors are there
to speak for communities and residents
and they’ll know where and how to get
support from council officers.

The sooner you can get your council
interested in what you want to achieve,

the more time you’ll both have to prepare
and work together to do something good.
Your councillors will also know how to add
value to your efforts, what public resources
might be available to you and maybe

have tips on how to get your message out
further. They might also be aware of other
groups in your area who are doing the same
thing - it's always good to work together
for a bigger impact.

Your Local Authority Planning Department
will have a person responsible for managing
the rules and regulations surrounding trees.
Ask to speak to them directly about your
trees, tell them how important they are and
that you're part of the Street Trees project.

P> Step 3
Get inspired and plan your event.

We want you to celebrate your trees. But there are lots of ways you
can do this and every group and goal is different. Let the resources in
this box be your inspiration.

You can decorate and dress your trees, brighten up your
street and show the world that you care about where
you live. Ask your councillor how best to get people
involved. Maybe the local school, scouts or
brownies would like to help out?

We want to
showcase your
good work. Email
us at streettrees@

woodlandtrust.org.uk



> Step 4
The big day!

Find a day when you'll get plenty of interested people to attend. Use
your posters and flyers to advertise it early and invite your councillors
and local press to come and see the great work you’re doing.

But most importantly, have fun, get plenty of photos and spread the
word about the importance of trees on your street.

Take part in the activities, share your stories and opinions and ask
your guests to write down their thoughts and feelings about your
street trees. Please take care to tidy up after your event, you may be
able to re-use your Celebration Starter Kit if it's taken care of. And
don’t forget to try to gather names and contact details of the people
who turn up so you can invite them again!

Step 5
Measure your success.
Did your event make an impact? Was it fun? Is there more you could do?

Perhaps this just was the start of something bigger.

Ask your councillor if there’s more you could do. We’'ll be offering
support to your council to do more for street trees. You might wish
to set up a formal community group and look for funding to run
more activities.




Looking for more ideas?

Why not open up a stall about your
‘ trees at a local event where people are
already gathering?

‘ A local school gala, a council run event at a nearby park, or

a meeting at your local community centre could be the perfect place
to get started. It could also be a great opportunity to get crafting -
perhaps making more decorations or bunting for your event day.

You could ask a council tree officer to run a guided walk
around the area.

Ask them to give a talk about your
street trees and give you some info
about how they're managed and

the challenges they face. Use our
resources (both in this box and online)
to see if you can identify some of the
trees in your neighbourhood. You can
do this individually but it’s more fun
as a group as you can then discuss
and correctly identify them.

How about running a story or
artwork competition among
your group members?

Or take it to the wider community
to see what people think about their
trees? We might even use some of
the competition entries as part of
our awards ceremony and press
releases so please share them with
us too!

Got a great
story to tell?

Submit your article,
pictures or ideas to us
at streettrees@
woodlandtrust.org.uk
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